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Six months ago many of us were together at a virtual media conference with Irene.  The 
Diocese of London had just filed their application to appeal before the Supreme Court of 
Canada, and that was nearly 12 years after Irene filed her application with the court to re-
open the settlement that she and the Diocese reached in 2000… An application Irene filed 
because she found out that she had been given misinformation by the Diocese during their 
settlement negotiations; information that Irene trusted to be true.  
 
29 years after Irene reported the sexual abuse to the Diocese.  Nearly 25 years since Irene 
first filed the civil suit, and nearly 21 years after Irene settled based on misinformation. 
 
So another six months has gone by and my question is the same now as it was when we 
were here in August:  Rather than dragging Irene through further court process, isn’t it time 
for the Diocese of London to stop the re-victimization of Irene and just set things right with 
her? 
 
The Diocese knew in 1962, nearly 10 years before Charles Sylvestre got to Irene.  They 
knew that Charles Sylvestre was a threat to the safety of children… of young girls.  They 
failed to protect Irene from him.  They failed to protect all the children from him.  And that’s 
not okay. 
 
And it’s not okay that in addition to everything Irene has been through in her life as a result of 
sexual abuse by ‘Fr.’ Sylvestre… as a result of not being protected by the Diocese of 
London… It’s not okay that she has to keep Fighting so hard and so long for Justice.  All the 
way to the Supreme Court of Canada. 
 
Sexual violence has profound impacts on the lives of survivors and no one can decide on 
their behalf what they need to heal.  But we can all add to their burden, their victimization and 
re-victimization if we choose to.  Irene can attest to that and it’s time for that to stop. 
 
And now here we are again.  The Supreme Court has rendered its’ decision and it has 
decided there are no more appeals for the Diocese.  It shows that the Supreme Court of 
Canada agrees with the Ontario Court of Justice and the Ontario Court of Appeal; that the 
settlement reached in 2000 be set aside. 
 
But what does that mean for Irene’s future?  I know that Irene is in this for the long haul but 
will the Diocese of London drag her through yet another court process or will it finally deliver 
justice for her? 
 
I hope with all my heart that this time the Diocese makes the decision to deliver Justice for 
Irene. 
 
Thank you. 


