
Press Release 

What: Supreme Court of Canada Decision on the Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation of the Diocese 
of London in Ontario, et al. v. Irene Deschênes 

When: February 11, 2021, 8 AM (PST), 10 AM (MST), 11 AM (EST), 12 PM (AST) 

Where: Zoom (contact justiceforirene101@gmail.com for link) 

Why: For Irene Deschênes to comment on this decision 

For More Information:  Kenn Bur  780-233-1829,  https://justiceforirene.wordpress.com/ 
justiceforirene101@gmail.com  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
From 1971 - 1973 Irene was sexually assaulted as a little girl by “Fr.” Charles Sylvestre, a Roman Catholic 
priest. In 2000, Irene Deschênes settled her civil suit with the Roman Catholic Diocese of London. The 
Diocese of London said at that time that they had no knowledge of Sylvestre’s pedophile proclivities 
prior to Deschênes’s abuse. 
 
In 2006, Sarnia police reports from 1962 were found to be ‘misfiled’ in a Diocese of London office. 
 
Deschênes sought to re-open her civil suit based on this new information in 2008 and in 2018 an Ontario 
Court of Justice agreed. 
 
The Diocese appealed this decision to the Ontario Court of Appeal. 
 
They lost.  
 
The Ontario Court of Appeal ruled unanimously that Deschênes could re-open her civil suit based on 
“misrepresentation.” 
 
Unwilling to accept the Ontario decision, the Roman Catholic Diocese of London appealed to the 
Supreme Court of Canada (SCC) in August 2020. The SCC will announce their ruling on Thursday Feb 11 
at 9:45 am. Irene Deschenes and her supporters are holding a zoom press conference at 11:00 am.  
 
Irene says: This continued legal bullying impacts my ability to heal.  Child sexual abuse by a Roman 
Catholic priest is a life sentence. I have no choice but to deal with the devastating effects. The Church 
continues to fight me in costly legal battles rather than take responsibility. How long will the Pope 
continue to use the incredible power and wealth of the church to protect their interests, as if they are the 
victims?  

 
It has been almost 30 years since I approached the diocese to tell them one of their own had harmed me. 
Not once in these many years has anyone with authority come to comfort me. Instead of calling their 
lawyers, the right thing thirty years ago is still the right thing for them to do today. Ask me honestly; 
“How can we help you heal Irene? What do you need?” 
 
Regardless of the ruling on Thursday. I am still here. I am still waiting.  
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