
February 11, 2021 Press Conference re: Supreme Court of Canada ruling 
 
Despite the Supreme Court of Canada ruling today, the reality is that I am still 
involved in litigation with the roman catholic church. 
 
In 1992, I went to the church to report that I was sexually abused by a roman 
catholic priest when I was a little girl. 
 
Almost 30 years later, not once has anyone with authority come to me to comfort 
me. Not once has anyone with authority asked me honestly or empathetically, 
“How can we help you heal Irene? What do you need?” 
 
It’s not too late for the roman catholic church to do the right thing and support 
my healing process. 
 
It’s too late to take back the revictimization I have endured over decades, 
including having to go through appeal after appeal. But it’s not too late to move 
forward from here with actions that offer justice… compassion… or the 
‘christianity’ that the church purports is their practice.  
 
Many times, the roman catholic church has refused to comment, to myself or to 
the media, “due to pending litigation.” 
 
However, in August of 2020, the diocese of London did choose to comment, and 
released the following statement: 
"The Diocese of London continues to offer our prayers and support to victims of clerical abuse. 
In all cases we believe we have treated victims with the empathy and respect needed to help 
them receive justice and begin the healing process. Being fair and just means that settlements 
are reached based on the specific circumstances of each individual case, including that of Irene 
Deschenes. The Diocese believes there are important legal issues that need to be considered by 
the Supreme Court.  The Diocese is very much aware of its responsibility to be a good steward 
of the resources entrusted to it.  Because this matter is before the courts, no further comment 
is possible at this time." 

 
The comment that the diocese of London is “aware of its responsibility to be a 
good steward of the resources entrusted to it” suggests two things.  
 
First, that victims pose a threat to church resources because they will want more 
than what the church decides is ‘fair and just.’ They assume that victims will take 



advantage of them. The assumption goes to the very heart of how ugly the 
church’s response has been. I don’t believe it is possible for them to show 
“empathy and respect” while defending themselves against us. 
 
And second, the church is willing to fight survivors in court to maintain their 
power and control in the ability to decide for victims, what they need to heal. 
After all these years, church leaders still do not recognize that they are complicit 
in the ongoing abuse of power and the unrelenting need they have to control 
what happens to victims. Giving up that control would be a sign of real change. 
Asking victims what they need to heal and providing the resources would go a 
long way toward a healing process for everyone involved. What the church has 
never understood is that they have more to fear from listening to lawyers than 
they would ever have from survivors. 
 
Lawyers are the only ones who profit from clergy sexual abuse. I never wanted to 
sue the church. I wanted them to care about me and support my healing. 
 
I don’t know how much the legal fees have cost the church and catholics over the 
past years - litigating me alone since 2008 - not to mention all the other victims. I 
do know the cost to me: 
 
Interrupted healing.  
Delayed healing.  
Ongoing pain to myself and my family. 
Repeated frustration, hurt, anxiety and concern over lack of transparency.  
Lack of compassion.  
Lack of responsibility.  
Lack of empathy.  
Lack of truthfulness.  
And so much more. 
 
These are the real costs of the church actions 
 
I am one person. One woman, standing up to the largest corporation in the world. 
I am still here. I am still waiting. It’s never too late for the catholic church and the 
diocese of London to do the right thing and support me. 


