
 

Date:  
 
His Holiness Pope Francis 
Apostolic Palace 
00120 Vatican City 
 
Dear Pope Francis,  
 
I am a concerned Canadian citizen requesting that you intervene to ask Bishop Ronald Peter 
Fabbro, Bishop of London, to enter into mediation for a just and expedited settlement with 
Irene Deschênes. 
 
Irene Deschênes, the survivor at the heart of a decades-long legal battle with the Diocese of 
London, was 10 years old and a pupil and parishioner at St. Ursula Catholic School and 
Parish in Chatham, ON when she was sexually abused by Fr. Charles Sylvestre in the early 
1970’s. 
 
Irene filed a lawsuit with the Diocese in 1996 and settled out of court in 2000. At that time, 
the Diocese of London claimed it did not learn of Fr. Sylvestre’s sexual abuse of minors until 
the late 1980’s. 
 
In 2006, Fr. Sylvestre pleaded guilty to sexually assaulting 47 girls under the age of 18, 
including Irene Deschênes. At that time it came to light that the Diocese had received police 
statements that Fr. Sylvestre had sexually assaulted three girls in 1962, almost a decade 
before Ms. Deschênes was sexually assaulted. If the Diocese had acted on this information 
at the time, the sexual assault of Irene Deschênes and 46 additional girls would have been 
prevented. 
 
With this revelation, Ms. Deschênes sought to have her original lawsuit thrown out. A 
superior court judge ruled in Irene Deschênes’ favour but the Diocese of London appealed to 
the Ontario Court of Appeal. The Appeal Court also sided with Irene Deschênes in May 
2020, saying that there had been significant “misrepresentation” by the Church that impacted 
the original settlement. The court also said evidence that the Diocese tried to cover up the 
allegations of sexual abuse is “relevant to the consideration of fairness and justice.” 
 
The Diocese of London has now filed for leave to appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada 
rather than mediate a new settlement with Ms. Deschênes. As Irene Deschênes says: “It’s 
painful enough to try to recover from the effects of sexual abuse by a Roman Catholic priest; 
it’s even more painful to recover from the effects of legal bullying that the Church and their 
lawyers put victims through again and again. If we go to mediation, this painful process will 
be expedited, and I can finally get on with my life.” (The Canadian Press, August 20, 2020) 
 
I hope that as the Catholic Church’s spiritual leader, you will call upon Bishop Ronald Fabbro 
to cancel the Diocese of London’s appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada and enter into 
mediation with Irene Deschênes.  I ask that you do the right and moral thing and offer justice 
and peace to Irene Deschênes. 
 
Sincerely, 


